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rharisces. As the national party they found it easy to
become popular, and, in spite of some opposition and per-
secution from the Asmonean kings, they continued in the
time of Christ to exercise a commanding influence over the
people. It is natural to suppose that this party included
most of that great learned profession just described. A
Scribe would naturally be a Pharisee, inasmuch as one
who devoted his life to the study of the Law would natur-
ally be zealous in defence of it. Accordingly in the New
Testament, the Scribes, Lawyers, and Pharisees are com-
monly named together, being in fact partly identical and
altogether congenial in views and interests. And they
may be considered as composing practically one party.
\Villi the main object which this party had in view
none am have • sympathized more than Christ. None,
certainly, regarded the ancient revelatio'n with more
reverence than he; none can have been more unwilling
to see the national institutions of the Jews supplanted
and superseded by the customs of the surrounding nations.
It might therefore have been expected that Christ would
rather take the lead among the Scribes and lawyers
than set himself in opposition to them. And, indeed, it
is likely enough that, as Socrates passed with the world
for a sophist, so Christ was regarded by the people
in general as a leading Scribe or expounder of the
Law. But if we examine the character of that great
party more closely, we shall find that they not only
differed from Christ but were radically opposed to him,
and that they were not only in spirit unchristian but
essentially anti-christian. The whole course of this in-
vestigation lias shown that the substance of Christ's
teaching was his doctrine of Enthusiasm, or of a present

